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is the feminist movement in higher education, and the 
conflict in woman between Cupid and a professional 
career. It is a romantic comedy of felicitous phras- 
ing in the dialogue, and redolent with the traditions 
of "Old Carolina" and with the romance of the life 
of our Chapel Hill folk. Like the other plays it is the 
result of the author's own observation and experience. 

The Play- 
House is an insti- 
tution of co-opera- 
tive folk-arts. Its 
adjustable stage, 
its scenery, light- 
ing, settings, and 
costumes are 
home-m a d e, de- 
signed and execut- 
ed by our amateur 
playmakers at 
Chapel Hill. The 
Play-House is an 
institution of 
neighborliness — A 
House of Play — 
of play that is not 
amusement merely, 
but recreation on the plane of imagination, of play 
that will be truly re-creation ! So it was conceived by 
the imagination of Youth, built by the sons and 
daughters of Carolina, and now dedicated by them to 
all the people. Being adjustable the stage equipment 
of The Play-House may be readily adapted to any 
town hall or school auditorium. It is the hope of 
The Carolina Playmakers that it may serve as a 
model for school stages elsewhere, that it may serve 
the people everywhere as a radial center, a creative 
center — that it may carry on the idea of folk play- 
making throughout the State, and beyond — that it 
may help to make the people of Carolina (to use 
President Graham's beautiful phrase) "productive 
and happy."* 

In these times of democratic striving there is every- 
where an awakening of the folk consciousness, yearn- 
ing for fresh expression. The war has thrilled the 
masses everywhere with the comradeship of great 
co-operative action — on the battle fronts, in the heroic 
pageant of the tragic conflict ; at home, in the pageant 
of exalted community spirit in the campaigns of the 
Liberty Loans, of the Y. M. C. A., and of the Red 
Cross. This new spirit of neighborliness, of co-opera- 



The Play-Stage of The Carolina Playmakers, showirij 
made, adjustable staj — -"- — — J -'- *■*-- -'--- »»*»-. * 
Say? a romance 



tive communal action, should be cherished and di- 
rected in the arts of peace as in the time of war, in a 
living patriotism, in a new republic of active literature. 
As did the Greeks and far-seeing Elizabethan fore- 
bears, so should we the people of this New Day find 
a fresh interpretation of our awakened folk conscious- 
ness in new dramatic forms adequate to express the 

ideals of our new 
democracy, of our" 
rebirth of Liberty, 
of our larger con- 
ception of the 
kingdom o f hu- 
manity. 

Such expression 
alone will satisfy 
the heart of man 
and give him an 
abiding happiness. 
The individual 
finds his fullest ex- 
pression in giving 
the best that is in 
him to the common 
good, his highest 
happiness, in con- 
tributing RTs best to the common happiness. Then 
again, in good time, from the creative joy of man 
will flower forth a new beauty, a new song of the 
folk, a new drama of the people. 



ot i he Carolina rLAYMAKERS, showing the home- 
stage setting used in the play What Will Barbara 
of Chapel Hill by Minnie Shepherd Sparrow. 



♦The University Extension Division is planning a series 
of bulletins designed to give practical suggestions to teachers 
and community leaders for carrying on the work of playmak- 
ing and pageantry throughout the state. 



PREPAREDNESS IN THE SCHOOLS 

TT\{JRING the great "preparedness" agitation that 
**** swept over the country in the first part of the 
war, the State of New York passed a law making it 
compulsory that all boys from sixteen to nineteen 
(with certain exceptions) receive military training. 

The State Committee on Education has just been 
studying the effects of this law and has come to the 
following conclusions: 

First — The course of training is too brief to be of 
any military value. 

Second — It interferes needlessly with school work 
and has thrown into confusion the whole educational 
system. 

The committee therefore comes to the conclusion 
that "a training for a high type of citizenship and 
good physique can be attained better through other 
methods," the chief of which are physical education 
and summer camps. 

This is sound sense. Even the war worshipping 
Germans never put military training into the 
schools. — The Independent. 



